
 

  

SSMS Summer Reading List 

Incoming Grades 6 

“I read for pleasure and that is the moment I learn the most.”  

-- Margaret Atwood 

“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book.” 

--J.K. Rowling 

Requirements: 

1) Choose one book from your grade level list. Of course, more is always desirable! 

Find them at the Rockville Centre Public Library, bookstores, and on audiobook or 

eReader (Nook, Kindle, iPad, etc.) 

2) Reading response worksheets are required of all students. Worksheets are 

located after each grade level list. Complete the tasks assigned to your grade. Your 

Language Arts teacher will provide an actual due date following the third week of 

school. This reading response work will count toward your independent reading 

grade. 

 

Avid readers . . .  

 Build background knowledge 

 Gain empathy 

 Increase sensitivity to the power of language 

 Stimulate vocabulary acquisition, retention and articulation 



 

  

Incoming Grade 6 
Treasure Island - Robert Louis Stevenson 

With map in hand, Jim Hawkins sets sail to find Treasure Island, where a fortune is 

hidden. But evil buccaneer Long John Silver will stop at nothing to get that gold first 

(Classic/Adventure) 

Little Women - Louisa May Alcott  

Laugh and cry with the four March sisters as they argue, fall in love, and have their 

hearts broken during and after the Civil War. (Classics) 

The Phantom Tollbooth - Norton Juster  

Imagine if on the most boring day of your life, a magic tollbooth appears. You drive 

your toy car through to find adventure. (Classics/Fantasy) 

Bystander - James Preller  

Bullies…If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem.  Will you just 

stand there and watch, or will you do something? (Anti-Bullying/Tolerance) 

Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart - Candace Fleming  

In 1937, Amelia attempts to do the impossible, circumnavigate the globe,  

but she vanishes without a trace. (Biography) 

One Crazy Summer - Rita Williams Garcia  

Delphine and her little sisters are sent from Brooklyn to California to spend the 

summer with a mom they barely know. The sisters’ story continues in P.S. Be Eleven 

and Gone Crazy in Alabama. (Historical Fiction) 
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Chains - Laurie Halse Anderson  

Isabel, a slave sold to a cruel Loyalist couple in Manhattan (yes, even New York had 

slaves), puts her life on the line for freedom by spying for the Patriots. Book 2: Forge 

and Book 3: Ashes. (Historical Fiction) 

The Duel: The Parallel Lives of Alexander Hamilton & Aaron Burr - Judith St. George 

Hamilton and Burr were both orphaned at an early age. Both were brilliant students who 

studied law. Both were war heroes. And each served in the newly formed government of the 

fledgling nation. So why did they face each other in a duel that ended with death and infamy? 

(Biography) 



 

Incoming Grade 6 - continued 
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The Story of Apple - Sara Gilbert 

Have an iPhone, an iPad? It’s time to learn more about this amazing company and 

how it changed our lives. (Science/Technology) 

Ghost - Jason Reynolds  

Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past is 

slowing him down. (Sports) 

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer - John Grisham  

This lawyer finds himself knee-deep in a huge murder trial, and he is only 13!  

Book one of a series. (Adventure) 

How Angel Peterson Got His Name: And Other Outrageous Tales about 

Extreme Sports - Gary Paulsen  

Before helmets, fun could be dangerous. Find out how, laugh out loud, but don’t try it at 

home! (Comedy/Biography) 

Inside Out and Back Again - Thanhha Lai  

New country, new school, new language. Talk about a triple challenge! (Multi-cultural) 

Nerd Girls: The Rise of the Dorkasaurus - Alan Lawrence Sitomer 

Will the 3 Ps (pretty, popular and perfect) and winners of every talent show be taken down? 

Nerd girls unite! Book 2: The Catastrophe of Nerdish Proportions.  (Realistic Fiction) 

I Funny - James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein 

Jamie Grimm has decided to become the world’s greatest stand-up comedian even 

though he’s still in middle school. For more laughs read I Even Funnier and             

I Totally Funnier. (Comedy) 

The Olympians - George O’Connor 

The Greek gods get the superhero treatment in this series featuring Zeus, Athena,   

Hera, Hades, Poseidon, Aphrodite, Ares, Apollo and Artemis. (Graphic Novel) 

The Maze Runner - James Dashner 

You wake up with no memory of who you are, where you are or how you got there. You 

need to escape, but how? The trilogy continues with The Scorch Trials and             

The Death Cure and a prequel, The Kill Order. (Sci-Fi) 



 Sixth Grade Summer Reading Worksheet 

Student:__________________________________                         School Year: _____________ 

This section is worth 3 points.  

Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Author: __________________________________________ 

Genre:  _____________________ 

Why did you choose this book? ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Basic Story Elements Overview. Each question is worth 3 points.  

1. Setting (where & when):  

 

2. Conflict (the main problem or struggle the characters face): 

  

  

  

3. Resolution (How was the conflict resolved?): 

 

 

 

4. Theme: (What life lesson did the author intend for the readers to learn? What events from your book support this?) 

  

 

5. In the end, did the book live up to your expectations? Explain why or why not. 
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 6. Character and Characterization: Fill out the chart below. This information will be used in class.  

Directions: A character trait is a word that is used to describe how a character typically behaves. Choose one character 

with positive character traits from your novel and fill out the chart below. The character traits should be higher level. 

Try to avoid words like kind, caring, and nice. Using a thesaurus will be helpful when you are looking for higher level 

words. Be careful not to use emotions, as they are not character traits.  

 

Character Name: _______________________________                                             This page is worth 12 points. 

 

Positive 
Character Trait: 

 

Reason why you think this: 

Example: generous Example: Bobby collected spare change for three months. He cashed it in and decided 

to donate the money to a local animal shelter. 
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